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o iromment Awareness i the Poetey of Robert Prost
D, Agatt Mande
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prizes il Bemienis and depees s Tievany cottnibution. 1 is through s nane poetry, Frost
vt Bt Uowehits, s it el T T e was @ el sonee of inspiitien that -
s creatin iy e it paper dsils wath e CHLTOIICIE B aretess i s s poetry. o today s
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Tiraduction
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o1 contoeeal vrsiss T alt freldy ot e iclnding Lberatie, dentoaeal crss reecives mueht attention
Pt acholars all over the world o puide et datly action, and e contiibate o the canse of
crvimient A e ecoiogidally conseinis poets Robert Prost, an Awerican poet is constdered, as
et pocts of 20N centmy as most ul e poems of Pest dercribie pastoral seenery and wild lite
o ien gt Vhis pastaral e is e maine sonee o Post s et Iy addiion wo, his simple
s W proferimd eaning, st s patne poetiy deals with eeelogical conscivustess that has
o prac i al simtieanee Tis s the o o the wide populaidy ol Lusl as it poet. This s aa
AT T Pese i Pper s an atention e the cevlogical conseivuatiess vf Host's poetey. This
paper s preseniad i e pants b immanent i which Phost spont the Cruetal peviod of ke 2.
terelaredness of e and i 3 Ehitosophy af Post
e prosent paper attempts e foens on eeotogical comvionsiess iidden behingd the pociry ot
ront e the Gt pant Vv iomment at Deoy fanm proved hoow e st Bam the very ehildhoed Frost
was tTieneed T e poetey of Witk Wb worthe bieadshien s g sypeience developad
Bis Tove of e Pk manee ab Derey farm protided sttt e his poetic taleat 11 e that s poctey
Came ont al b Tanmmng eypenenee TEwouhl e very nteresting e ko that an advice ot tasng tox
s betier health proved e thest adviee” e Froste At Doy o Pt Gived me e lap ot nataee
rroanded By woods, appte ochiands the west smiig brook amd beeeh reess Oue o bis love G the
Sk e e aronimd 1 Frost s beat naire pociy ook ek watie e Deiy passened e fpoet” w
P s e aneh enn omment spived B Tor Biks veeativ ity Most ol Frost's Pocis ae the prodacts
O s eapenietice o the activies i naiue whicl e experienced i vbservad hinsell One of the
ireapected Boons of Deny years was asiadl group of Giends who wonld memn agreat deal e i w
etrospect B Derrs Frostaid Farmiing atong with e supply of epps and apple e meet the nesds of his
Pty Erost Lter sand T acas aoponn tarer i hose dayss b uch toe Theie was plenty Tood wad e,
e Lots ok toone Do tneneh Vhe pleasant aumosphere at Deney G provided Faost great content
hcre Be evperen e e somtont i the tade of favmer aod atssm e foreat fahier of thee chilldeen
Pt serene atmasphiere of Deny Prost becmne Toimd ot ks clickens aml e ammats: Ths meals also
proorded e eoed Beall which were supplemented yomis, berres mnd ity gatherad duvughout the
voar Theak by were b nutitios-eg s homeoanabe Bread and st vieam over Ikt s e o
i ey B Bresh et b vepetables hesprite of Ts Bealth prablenn e Repta B tor aadecade
Fomponod o Ranther ties Beantiind vy iemnoend and G hept o Bresh eoergetie and welasest 1
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Al i voneeet activities that take plave e the fap ol natire.
AHVEHES 10y ot i and stidios themy o eelition with the natueal enviionment iif'numl men.
it s why s ey poctey aets i eatistie toueh Hman activities of every day lile dominate nature
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sty il Bomses Loty G signnbivanes ol s Bt fieaetion and work enliure, Frost's people live in
e vouityside and adopt the qualities oF nare and front holdly 1o gel solution for their problems that

A created v of wisiwdersiading or alooiess with nature. [irost's mower and ;ipplc—pickw enjoy
\'s peaple are eaptured in the beauty of

et Wik ! tsd salvation wn doing their duty honestly. liro : :
atiere bt wever wander o reality and their duties, By doing earthly duties they upite * u}vucaruu‘n aqd
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poday s wartd s ol bis poems Frost feaches work calivre that 18 an essence ol bumin !'“".' '
W s dlso wartly o pote that most ol 1 aled from mature and often this
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bt duamd e atiiode towards natore s very practical

i the major theme ol Fros(’s poetry. One more remarkable feature of Frost’s
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oty O e other band he wants o combine et and heaven, 10 is only tor this reason Frost
contto i thie ownneer of bl e, Frost Toves this ot with alk s aspeets. According to him *Earth
et praper plave Tur tose” Edon't know where it is Bikely to go better.” [n spite ol the worldly
Coaned ek Pt doves thay canth Heorelzes thin s momentary escape can never be o solution on
prebstcne ol bl O the other il Prose fods veal goy on the carth, Lacimg the problems and getting
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Kamala Das : Confessional Poet of India

Dr. Anjali I'. Pande
Depl of Cnglish,
Smt, V.N.Mahile Mahwvidyalaya Pusad

FULL PAPER

articularly considering the history of Indian poels writing in English it is
observed that in the pre-independence period the poets such as Toru Dutt and Sarojini
Naidu kept alive the tradition of poetry along with men poets. In post independence
period, gradually, poelry by women-writers writing in English changed and took new
dimension commenting on man-woman relationshlp with special focus on love and
sex. Since independence, poetry of Indian women shifted from romantic and socio-
cultural to a new kind of poelry based on realistic ancl persnal experience, Their
Poetry, especially love poetry, was written in the context of Indian situation and
traditional ideas of womanhood with modern ones. The poels like Tapati Mookariji,
Kamala Das, Sunita Namjoshi and Gauri Deshpande rebelled against the conventional
role of woman in society and struggled 1o search their identily as an individual in this

new world of experiences.

The modemism and feminism of Indian women poets begins with Kamala Das
as she broke away the romantic tradition of pre-independence women-poets and
presents a realistic and concrete picture of real life based on her experience with focus
on man-woman relationship,

Wriling in both Malayalam and English, works a of Kamala Das include her
autobiography ‘My Story’, one novel, several short stories, her collection of poems,
‘Summer in Calculta’, “The Descendants,” ‘The Old Play house and Other Poems.’
Through the 50s and 60s Kamala Das continued writing in confessional style. Her
pocms reveal herself, her intense desire for love, her faflure 1o achieve emotional
essential involvement in her love hence it becomes an essential to understand her
personality to understand her pocetry. Her carly and unsatisfaclory marriage with
Madhava Das at an age of fifteen proved unhappy one. Her frustration,
disillusionment and bitter experience of married life colour her poetry. In reality her
husband was kind to her but she did not expect matrimonial happiness or security

343
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. e e
from him, rather she expected emotional Involvements from her She narrates this
psychological traumas in her autoblography - My Story, This bitter marricd "’tPt’fkncc
gives a new dimension to her love poctry. Her poetry has ils roots in Indian epics and

also has a significant aspect in westem tradition.

4 _ . . ¢, loneliness and
| Poetry of Kamala Das talks about her struggle with soxism, love
try is a scarch for

disillusionment that Teave readers awestruck. That’s why her poc o
love with its principle theme, and It is through her love she tries to discover herself.
Going through the love poems of Kamala Das, it is observed that her love poetry c:l“.
be divided inlo two phases physical love and spiritual love poetry. F"’“‘"“ Das
presents various shades of physical love thant is very prominent in tl'lc‘ first Ph‘“‘f of
her love pocetry In the second phase she strongly craves for ideal love. a kind of relation
Ihat exists between Radha and Krishna physical love that and spiritual love and It is

much noticed that poetry of Kamala Das has various shade of physical love and she
withoult keeping any

has written her love poetry In confessional mode. Very frankly,
ncity of her

veil, Kamala Das presents her personal experiences humiliations and inte
experience. As it is said that personality is the raw material of her poetry, her
experiences lends a kind of authenticity to her poetry. Naturally her sexual and
emotional tramaus become the subject matter of poetry. This disappointm
married life ,and failure to get the love within the framework of marriage forces,
Kamala Das has to scarch her love outside the wedlock. Soon she realizes the futility
of her search. In the poem “The Descendants” Kamala Das asks if it is any happiness
for a woman lo lie beneath a man for the sexual act and points out that the world
extends a lot beyond her lover’s six foot frames, She intends to escape from this prison
into a world of new love and infinite ecstasy. She needs no kindness but love, true in
its sense, In the poem *The Prisoner’ Kamala Das says that she must find an escape
some day from the snare of a husband’s physical altractions. The agony of not finding
a true lover and a sense of defeat oppresses her and she does not find a way out of it.
Kamala Das is aware of the fact that physical love is an obstacle and a trap that
prevents her from experiencing true love -

ent in her

As the convict studies

His prisoner’s geography
I study the trappings

Of A your body, dear Love

For I must someday find
An escape from ils share
(The Prisoner)

Kamala Das also expresses her wish to Ieave the cocoon which her husband
builds around and fly around like petals of flowers. So almost all the poems of Kamala
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Das are a strong message of feminism in confessional tone that labels her as a staunch

feruinist poet.

Most of the poems of Kamala Das portray the complex rvlntionslup'bcumn
bust and love, and also boldly confesses the futility and meaningless of [?ll)'snFaI love,
Gradually Kamak das discovers that the pleasure of body are of cloying 'nnd
ephemeral at nature. She also realizes soon that the physical love is bound .tu wither
as it Dourishes oa body, and even the search for true jove in this wu.rld is uscless
exercise. Having been h-ighly influenced by her grand mother’'s younger sualuf Ammalu
perof Krishna, Kamala Das returns to mylhlcal world
ve. In the second phase of her love
s lost and finds comfort in the

r man and yet no starving

who was also a poet and worship
of Krishna and Vrindavan to seek everlasting lo
poems Kamala Das imagines herself as Radha and ge
arms of imaginary Krishna where there is no surrender to he
for kove -

Give him all, gove hon

What raakes you wormuan, the seent of

Loety huir, the rusesk stoen! between the breasts

The wurme shock of menstrial blood and your

Endless ferule husgers.
(The Looking Glass)

In the presence of Krishna she experiences absolute liberty from the rigid social code
and the issue of super egoe. Kamala Das tongs for such an ideal love that never impedes
her freedony This concept of true love she gives in her poem The Old Playhouse. In
spite of her marriage, she turms te Krishna to forget the boundaries of their narrow
lves. Kamala Das confesses that she has relations with different men who fail to
provide her love and satisfaction she lognes for. In her autobiography My Story she
writes ‘1 was looking for an ideal lover. [ was loaking for the one who went to
Mathura and forgot to return his Radha’. So by seeking solace in Radha-Krshna myth
Kamala Das was sceking for an ideal lover. In the love, poems of Kamala Das the
haunting image of Krishna becomes inseparable. She remembers him on her bridal
night, during hee illness and also has mystical experience of listening the sound of
Bute. Het poem “Ghanshyam' vividly portrays her search for true love. In her mythical
love poens, it is cearly marked that the element of Bhakti lacks somewhere. Her
relation with Krishna is purely human thus she lives simtancously in two worlds - in
actual world where love is lust and mystical world of Vrindawan and also combines
ndngenous tradition and confessivnal western tradition.
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